                     Suggestions  on Courses to Help with Technical Writing

TC 509 is the course I would recommend to your graduate students.  It's an 

advanced writing for publications course, students must have a manuscript 

started to take the class and they continue to write and edit that manuscript 

for publication.

TC offers the 231/333 service courses to undergraduate students, but these are 

really not appropriate for graduate students.  For international students and 

ESL students, the English Writing Center in Padelford is a great resource. 

Students can work with tutors on all kinds of writing issues.

Your second point, about getting students to Base Camp?  I really think some of 

the english composition courses are a good idea.  These courses all teach 

students how to analyze information, analyze the audience, and then organize a 

document accordingly.  The BCMU 301 class is excellent and I've heard good 

feedback from engr graduate students.  Composition skills are the foundation, 

then the students can build on this with advanced skills in TC509 (which is for 

engineering and science graduate students).

Hope this helps, let me know if you'd like to discuss further.

Thanks

Karen

On Oct 18, 2006, at 1:32 PM, sroy@u.washington.edu wrote:

> 

> 

> Hi:

>  For a while, I have  looked (without much success) for a suitable course for grad. 

> students to meet the foll. needs:

> 

> 1. These are students who are actively engaged in research and need

> to show proficiency in publishing 

> technical papers in conferences and journals.

> 

> 2. Usually it has been the advisors time (multiple iterations in the 

> beginning, many hours of effort) to get them to Base Camp, i.e. learn how to 

> organize a paper strucurally, then the flow of technical ideas into suitable 

> English. Basically, to be able to transcript logical and mathematical ideas into prose. 

> This is hard for many students (particularly international), needless to say. 

> Of course, grammatical profiency is necessary (but not sufficient); however 

> what  I  *dont* need or want is to have them sit through English composition as 

> taught to a business or arts audience (serves little purpose IMO).

> 

> What I’d like ideally is that once the advisor has gone through 1 round with a PhD 

> student in publishing something, does TC have any course that they can take 

> to show iterative improvement in this regard so by the time of writing their 

> dissertation, much of this is now an internalized skill??

> 

> Thanks for your response in identifying key resources - it would be helpful 

> to many EE faculty;

> 

> Sumit Roy

> Prof. & Assoc. Chair

> Electrical Eng.

> 

>
